DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS

THE FEAR OF THE LORD!

The fear of the Lord is something which has fallen from a position of important acceptance among Christians today.  This is possibly due, at least in part, to the fact that the church, as a whole, in the past, has used scare tactics to keep its members in line. 

Threats of hell fire and an angry God were all part of that line of thinking.  Add to that the recent trend to concentrate only on God’s love, and to move sin and repentance to the background, and the stage was set for the phasing out of the fear of the Lord.  

This has led to all kinds of abuse, as is clearly shown in the scriptures. (Rom.3:10-18, Lam.2:11-14)  However, in this tract we’ll concentrate only on looking at the results of having this ‘fear of the Lord’ in us.
First of all, it produces a hatred of evil, pride, arrogance and perverted speech (Pro.8:13), then obedience to God (Ex.1:15-21), genuine repentance (Ezra 9:1–10:17), and a real confidence in God. (Pro.14:26-27)
It guarantees us the guidance and friendship of the Lord (Ps.25:12-14), his attention and deliverance (Ps.33:18, Ecc.7:16-18, 2Chron.16:9), daily salvation, steadfast love, pity and understanding. (Ps.85:9, Ps.103:10-14 & 17)
By it we receive the Lord’s full blessing (Ps.128:1-4), life and satisfaction (Pro.19:23, Phil.4:11, Rom.8:15-17), riches and honour; with the spiritual being far more important of course, as those who have truly been reborn of God have very little, if any, interest in the world’s riches, or honour. (Pro.22:4 & 10:27, Deut.8:3)

We are promised that it will be well with us (Ecc.8:12), and that we will have our desires fulfilled (Ps.145:19), our wants and needs met, and our food provided. (Ps.34:9, 111:5 & 10, 112:1-3)

We will find ourselves able to avoid evil (Pro.16:6), and that we have discovered the beginning of knowledge, wisdom, insight and instruction. (Pro.1:7, 9:10 & 15:33, 1Cor.1:30)

We find it brings acceptance by God (Acts 10:34-35), and that he takes pleasure in us having this attitude toward him. (Ps.147:11)  We come to realise it gives us delight also (Is.11:1-3, Heb.5:7), and that the message of salvation is sent to those who possess this precious gift.  (Acts 13:26)
But how do I understand it, and get it?  Read, and take to heart the words of Pro.2:1-5.
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